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     SDDVA Secretary Larry Zimmerman was on hand last Sunday to greet 

the bikers  participating in Hot Springs’s annual Freedom Ride.   Over 150 

riders donned their leather and took to the highways.      

     Residents from the Mi-

chael J. Fitzmaurice Veter-

ans Home had the oppor-

tunity to view the bikes 

and watch as the group 

departed from Hot 

Springs.     

     Although not in his 

leathers, Secretary Zim-

merman also served as 

the tail gunner for the 

group. Throughout the 

ride he could be heard 

sharing words of wisdom 

with the riders about 

hands he 

had seen 

(belly 

buster, 

boat, bul-

lets, bluff, spikes, and underdog)!!! 

     Proceeds from the run are donated to the Home to 

use for enhancing the lives of our heroes.   (Photos 

shared by Curt Netting—Hot Springs Star)       

Fall river county freedom ride 
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     Due to the resignation of Steve Lund,  Mike Maske, 
State Veterans Service Officer in the Sioux Falls SDDVA 
Claims Office, has accepted the position of Field Officer 
for southeast South Dakota.  
     Mike looks forward to taking his skills learned in the 
Claims Office out on the road to the VSO’s in his new ter-
ritory. Mike will temporarily be working part time in the 
Claims Office and part time out on the road. 
     Dusty Abrahamson will be the new SVSO and will 
begin his duties on August 17.     

 

Maske currently wearing two hats for  

sddva 

Lincoln county vso reaches out to 

veterans during achievement days 

     For the first time in 
the history of Lincoln 
County Achievement 
Days, Veterans Service 
Officer Susan Irons host-
ed a booth during the 
annual pork barbeque.   
     SDDVA Field Officer 
Mike Maske was on 
hand to assist Irons in 
their outreach to veter-
ans.   Both Irons and 
Maske fielded questions 
from veterans and pro-
vided information re-
garding benefits.     
     Pictured with Irons 
(left) and Maske (right) 
is  Charlie Johnson.  
Charlie served in the Ar-
my National Guard from 
1981 – 1987 in the 

147
th

 Field Artillery Service Battery in Canton.   
     Our sincere thanks to Irons for hitting the ground running with her outreach  and for having a 
presence at a great community event. 
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     Members of Suriname's Defense Forces were in the Black Hills taking part in a subject matter ex-
pert exchange with the South Dakota National Guard focusing on disaster relief and emergency 
operations, July 27 to Aug. 1.  The most recent exchange gave the South American service mem-
bers the opportunity to observe emergency operation centers from the SDNG's Joint Operation 
Center to the South Dakota Emergency Operations Center. 
     While Suriname's National Coordination Center for Disaster Relief, their equivalent to FEMA, is 
mandated to coordinate with all the ministries in their government for disaster relief operations, An-
tonius said they too are ready to establish emergency operation centers.  
     In addition to the discussions on the emergency operations processes conducted at the National 
Guard and state level, the 
Surinamese toured the 
Pennington County EOC, 
the Sturgis EOC and ob-
served a joint operations 
military exercise involving 
South Dakota Army and 
Air National Guard units 
underway at Camp Rap-
id. 
     The SDNG has two 
follow-on exchanges 
scheduled in Suriname at 
end of August that will 
continue to build on 
emergency operations. 
The first will focus on dis-
aster management, fol-
lowed by a Joint Operations Center exchange. 
     The exchange also provided the various emergency operations centers the chance to get feed-
back from the Surinamese.   
     "Among all the state partnerships, throughout the world, we are the most active," said Suriname 
Defense Force Lt. Col. Johnny Antonius, head of Defense Strategic Planning and Education. "We've 
been coming to South Dakota and the South Dakota National Guard has been coming down to Su-
riname since 2006. We have benefited most from them, than they from us, but I think in the interac-
tion we complement each other - and we hope to expand on that." 
     Planning is underway on another exchange that will expand that relationship when South Dako-
ta Soldiers travel to Suriname on a scout mission exchange. 
 
 
 
 

 SD guard, suriname military discuss 

emergency operations 
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     A deployment ceremony will be held for 162 Soldiers of the South Dakota Army National Guard's 
155th Engineer Company on Wednesday, Aug. 12, at 2 p.m. (MDT) at the Rapid City Civic Center's 
Barnett Arena. 
     The Rapid City and Wagner-based unit will deploy to Kuwait for one year in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom - Spartan Shield. The 155th's headquarters is located in Rapid City and its 
Detachment 1 in Wagner. 
     The public is encouraged to attend. Planned speakers for the ceremony include Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard, U.S. Senators John Thune and Michael Rounds, Rapid City Mayor Steve Allender and 
Maj. Gen. Tim Reisch, SDNG adjutant general. 
     A community recognition ceremony will also be held for the unit's Detachment 1 in Wagner on 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at 2 p.m. (CDT) at the Wagner High School. Planned speakers for the ceremony 
include Wagner Mayor Donald Hosek. 
     The 155th is a vertical engineer company capable of providing engineer support in the construc-
tion of base camps and internment facilities, as well as constructing, repairing and maintaining oth-
er vertical infrastructures in support of units within a brigade combat team, division or corps. 
     The 155th has a wide variety of occupational specialties including carpentry, plumbing, electrical 
and masonry services. 
     The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of theater-specific training prior 
to deployment overseas. This will be the second mobilization for the 155th, which deployed to Ku-
wait in support of Operation Noble Eagle in 2002-2003. 

Deployment ceremony to be held for 

national guard unit  

WW I Veteran honored and receives 

corrected headstone 

     Sixty years after his death, a World War I Veteran from Texas, whose final resting spot is in South 

Dakota, received the correct headstone.  

     Joseph Robert Ward served in the U.S. Army during WWI. He died Sept. 24, 

1955, and was buried at the Graceland Cemetery in Mitchell. Ward's grave has 

been marked by a small temporary headstone for 60 years.  

     Davison County Veterans Service Officer Jessica Davidson says the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs first 
denied the headstone request 
because there was no record of 

Ward's discharge. Davidson, however, was able to 
get paperwork from the National Archives proving 
Ward's discharge.       
     Special thanks to Jessica for her drive to see that 
one of our heroes was properly identified. 
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     Here’s a great event to support Autumn Simunek, Miss South Dakota as she advocates for Veter-
ans, military members, and their families with her platform “5 Stars for Serving Those Who Served” 
at the Miss America pageant this September and during her reign. 
 
 What:  Miss South Dakota Trunk Show Send-Off Celebration Dinner and Dance 
 When:  Friday, August 21, 2015 -  6 PM Social, Dinner, Trunk Show, and Auction; 8 PM Dance  
 Where:  American Legion Post 71 – Hot Springs – 1045 Jennings Avenue 

For more information, please call 605.890.3093. 

Send off Celebration for miss south 

dakota in hot springs 
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      If you can’t make the send off in Hot Springs, here’s an opportunity to support Autumn Simunek, 
Miss South Dakota as she advocates for Veterans, military members, and their families with her plat-
form “5 Stars for Serving Those Who Served” at the Miss America pageant this September and dur-
ing her reign. 
 
 What:  Miss South Dakota Trunk Show Send-Off Celebration Dinner and Dance 
 When:  Sunday, August 23, 2015 -  3PM Royal Dessert Bar  
 Where:  American Legion Post 15 – Sioux Falls – 1701 West Legion Drive 

For more information, please call 605.890.3093. 

 

 

Send off Celebration for miss south 

dakota in sioux falls 
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Aug. 5-9—AVTT Traveling Vietnam Wall Comes to Sioux Falls (Sanford Pentagon Sports Complex) 
Aug. 14– Davison County Veterans Benefits Update—Davison County Fair Grounds—9:00 am —4:30 pm (CT) 
Aug. 18—SFVAHCS Women’s Health Clinic Open House (exclusively for women veterans) 3:30 pm 
Aug. 18—Turner County “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans” Program—Turner County Fairgrounds—
Freedom Stage—Heritage Park—Parker—5:00—7:00 pm (CT) 
Aug. 19 – 14

th
 Annual SFVAHCS Show & Shine (front parking lot) 5:30 – 8:00 pm (CT) 

Aug. 21—Miss SD Send Off Celebration—American Legion Post 71—Hot Springs—6:00 pm (MT) 
Aug. 23—Miss SD Send Off Celebration—American Legion Post 15—Sioux Falls—3:00 pm (CT) 
Aug. 24-27—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—Ramkota—Pierre 
Aug. 26—SFVAHCS Women’s Health Clinic Open House and Ribbon Cutting 3:30 pm (CT) 
Sept. 3—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sept. 5—727th DAV Poker Run—Brookings National Guard Armory 
Sept. 10—VABHHCS Welcome Home—Main Street Square—Rapid City—6:00 pm—9:00 pm (MT) 
Sept. 11 — Veterans Stand Down—Wagner—National Guard Armory—9:00 am—1:00 pm (CT) 
Sept. 12—Vietnam Veterans of America State Council Meeting—Pierre Post 8 American Legion—Noon (CT) 
Sept. 16—SD Veterans Council—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Sept. 16—Veterans Town Hall Meeting—Fairgrounds—Mitchell—5:00 pm (CT) 
Sept. 17—Veterans Appreciation Day—Watertown 
Sept. 18—POW-MIA Ceremony—Sioux Falls Veterans Memorial Park—6:30 pm (CT) 
Sept. 18—Ellsworth AFB Retiree Appreciation Day— Exhibits 9:00 am—3:00 pm (MDT)—Luncheon 11:00 am—
1:00 pm (MDT) - EAFB 
Sept. 19—Agent Orange Town Hall Forum—VFW Post 1273 (420 Main Street) -  Rapid City—Two Sessions   
(one from 9:00 am—noon and one from noon—3:00 pm (MDT) 
Sept. 25—Veterans Stand Down—VFW—Sioux Falls (3601 S. Minnesota Ave.) - 9:00 am—2:00 pm (CT) 
Sept. 25-27—NCPVA Veterans Trapshoot—Crooks 
Oct. 5—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct. 9—Women Veterans Conference 
Oct. 10—DAV Fall Conference—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls 
Nov. 7—Vietnam Veterans of America State Council Meeting—Pierre Post 8 American Legion—Noon (CT) 
Dec. 8– Governor’s Budget Address—Pierre 

2016 
Jan. 4—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Jan. 12—SD Legislative Session Opens—Pierre 
Jan. 14—Veterans Legislative Breakfast—Pierre  
Jan. 27-28-State Tribal Relations Days—Pierre 

Apr. 4—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
April 15-17—DAV Convention—Rapid City 

Jul. 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Oct. 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
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